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A group of four screenshots from the article, Feeding
Cows, published online by eco-feminist, de-intensified
Basque dairy farm, Vista Alegre Baserria. This vignette
is a composite of screenshots of the article index, key
sections of their text on Protein content in cow fodder,
the industry’s use of soy feed, and the links of dairy
farming to the Global South. Vista Alegre Baserria is not
itself a dairy farm that contributes milk to the powdered
whey protein industry. Rather, socially
motivated voice within the Spanish dairy ecology and helps
us to understand the impact that large-scale dairy farming,
the source for whey protein, can have worldwide.
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Proteins are formed by amino acids and are vital for animal growth and development given
the range of functions they fulf (structural, regulatory, transport, iImmunity-related.
enzymalic, defence...). The protein content is higher in general in the pea farmily
(Leguminosae) than in grasses (Gramineae), particularly in mature plants. Thus, according
1o their stage of development, plants of the pea family (Leguminosae) in the Basque Country
may contain from 15% to 23% crude protein, whilst grasses (Gramineae) contain between

% amd 18%. Species of other families that grow spontaneously on the Vista Alegre farm do
ot contribute much protein, although the plantains (Plantago sp) and fat hen (Chenopodium
alba) are examples of such plants that contain a certain relevant amount
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From an exclusively nutritional point of view, soy appears to be an ideal element for livestock
feed: tis a highly nutrtious member of the pea famiy (Leguminosae), with a high, good-
qualiy protein content (up 1o 37%). with nearly all essential amino acids except methionine,
18% non saturated fatty acids, vitamins A, B (thiamine, nibaflavin and niacin), E and F and
many minerals such as phosphorus, caicium, magnesium, iron and copper. Soy was hardly.
employed at all on dairy farms in the Basque Country until some 25 years ago but has.
become a dominant element in fodder due mainly to its high protein content.
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For the following reasons, however, the use of soy is not compatible with an agroecological
approach to feeding livestock in the Basque Country:
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« Itis not an ideal crop for the physical and chemical conditions of sols in the Basque
Country nor its cimate. Different varieties of soy have been planted in experimental piots in
the province of Araba for example, but at a very small scale. Thus, basing livestock fodder
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